Sample Community Pitch Letter

CDC, Fight the Bite

Date


[Dear [POTENTIAL PARTNER],

The mosquitoes are biting – and thousands of people are putting themselves at risk of getting ill with West Nile Virus (WNV).  Mosquitoes carry the virus.  A single bite from an infected mosquito can cause severe disease with life-altering consequences.  In some cases, especially among older adults, WNV can fatal.  Since 1999, almost 17,000 cases of WNV have been reported to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention. Thousands of the less severe cases are likely unreported. [PROVIDE STATISTICS IF AVAILABLE].  While action steps are commonsense – they are essential to follow.  Protection is as easy as always using a repellent and cleaning up mosquito breeding places.

Nationwide, state, and local health departments are working hard to disseminate WNV prevention messages through CDC’s Fight the Bite program.  [ORGANIZATION/HEALTH DEPARTMENT] encourages your support for promoting this important effort within [INSERT NAME OF LOCAL COMMUNITY]. [DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE ASKING THE POTENTIAL PARTNER TO DO]

As a program partner and respected member of this community, you will play an important role in disseminating accurate information about WNV – and helping the people in your community protect themselves from infection.  Now is the prime time to promote the Fight the Bite program throughout our State and local communities.

I will call you soon to offer additional information and discuss the various opportunities for you to become a Fight the Bite partner.  In the meantime, please call me at [WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER], if you have any questions.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration of a partnership role on behalf of this important public health effort.  

Sincerely,

[ORGANIZATION SIGNATURE AND TITLE]

