Sample Media Pitch Letter

CDC, Fight the Bite

Date


[NAME OF PUBLIC SERVICE DIRECTOR]

[TITLE]

[NAME OF STREET]

[STREET ADDRESS]

[CITY], [STATE], [ZIP CODE]

Dear [NAME OF PUBLIC SERVICE DIRECTOR],

The mosquitoes are biting – and thousands of people could put themselves at risk of getting ill with West Nile virus (WNV).  Mosquitoes carry the virus.  A single bite from an infected mosquito can cause severe disease with life-altering consequences.  The most serious are West Nile polio-like paralysis or West Nile encephalitis and West Nile meningitis (conditions that cause inflammation of brain or areas around it). These diseases cause neurological damage, and sometimes even death.

However, many people either are unaware of their personal risk – or they are misinformed.  This mosquito season [PEAK PERIOD IN REGION] you can create a positive buzz with accurate information about WNV.  Protection is as easy as remembering to use mosquito spray outdoors and cleaning up places where mosquitoes breed.  

While the action steps are commonsense – they are essential to follow.  Since 1999, nearly 17,000 cases of WNV have been reported to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention.  Thousands of the less severe cases are likely unreported. [STATE STATISTICS IF AVAILABLE]

[NAME OF PARTNER] is partnering with CDC to promote Fight the Bite, a public service initiative throughout [NAME OF STATE/LOCAL COMMUNITY].  We would welcome your support for this important program.  By airing the enclosed PSA, you will deliver vital health care information to the community and play a major role in this local public health effort.

I will call you soon to offer additional information and discuss the various opportunities for you to become a Fight the Bite partner.  In the meantime, please call me at [WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER], if you have any questions.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[TITLE]

